STOURPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Annual  Report 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1910. 

Presented  to  Council  Meeting  held  5th  April ,  1911. 

Gentlemen, 

For  reasons  that  recur  each  year,  and  which  I  have 
explained  in  previous  reports,  I  regret  that  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  present  this,  my  18th  Annual  Report,  earlier. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  population  of  thedistrict,  estimated  to  the  middleof  the 
year,  is  4,206  ;  this  will  be  corrected  by  the  census  just  taken. 

Births,  (see  Table  1 .) 

97  births — 56  male  and  41  female— were  registered. 
Rate  23.  Average  rate  for  the  last  10  years,  23-4.  Rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1910,  24.8.  One  of  the  births  was 
illegitimate. 

Deaths.  ( see  Tables  1  and  4.) 

38  deaths — 18  male  and  20  female — were  registered  in 
the  district  ;  to  this  number  must  be  added  6 — 2  male  and  4 
female — of  persons  belonging  to  the  district,  who  died  in 
the  Kidderminster  Infirmary  or  Workhouse.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  is, 
therefore,  44 — 20  male  and  24  female.  Rate,  10.6,  the 
lowest  death  rate  on  record  for  the  district.  The  average 
death  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  is  14.3.  The  death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1910  is  13-4,  also  the  lowest 
death  rate  on  record. 

Infant  Motality.  ( see  Table  5.) 

The  deaths  of  seven  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year 
were  registered;  3  to  premature  birth,  2  to  enteritis  and  1  to 
drowning.  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  only  72,  the 
average  for  the  last  10  years  being  104.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1910  is  106. 


Zymotic  Diseases,  (see  Table  3.) 

Scarlatina ,  50;  Diphtheria,  14;  Erysipelas ,  2;  Puerperal 
Fever,  1 ;  Tuberculosis,  11.  Total  notified,  78. 

Scarlatina. — The  50  cases  occurred  in  31  households;  20 
had  single  cases,  4  had  2  cases,  6  had  3  cases  and  1  had  4 
cases.  Excepting  January — when  no  case  was  notified — 
one  or  more  cases  were  notified  each  month,  but  it  was  not 
till  November — when  17  cases  were  notified — that  the 
disease  assumed  epidemic  form.  The  epidemic  was  chiefly 
confined  to  families  with  children  attending  St.  John’s 
School,  and  ceased  quite  suddenly  when  that  school  was 
closed — by  order  of  the  County  Medical  Officer — for  an 
epidemic  of  Chicken  pox.  On  various  occasions  I  ex¬ 
amined  the  children  attending  the  school  without  finding 
any  of  them  peeling,  but  I  did  find  children  who  had 
recently  been  suffering  with  Scarlatina,  with  mucopurulent 
discharge  from  the  nose.  They  were  pale  and  looked  ill, 
so  I  felt  justified  in  excluding  them  from  school  so  long  as 
the  discharge  lasted.  The  disease  was  generally  of  a  mild 
type,  and  no  fewer  than  6  of  the  cases  escaped  recognition 
till  the  peeling  stage.  It  is  these  mild  cases  which  are  un¬ 
recognised  that  help  to  keep  Scarlatina  going  in  the  district. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  majority  of  secondary  cases 
in  an  infected  household  occurred  within  two  or  three  days, 
or  not  till  after  three  or  four  weeks,  when  possibly  the  pre¬ 
cautions  as  to  isolation  were  somewhat  relaxed.  Still,  on 
the  whole,  home  isolation  has  proved  satisfactory,  for  sequelae 
have  not  been  common,  and  there  has  been  no  death. 
Prompt  removal  to  hospital  would  not  have  prevented 
many  of  the  secondary  cases  in  a  household,  and  the  cost  of 
hospital  treatment  would  have  been  great — at  least  ^600  or 
£ 700 .  But  a  few  cases  cannot  be  properly  nursed  at  home, 
and  should  be  removed  to  hospital  on  humanitarian  grounds. 

Diphtheria. — 14  cases  were  notified.  The  first  case 
notified  was  that  of  a  child  attending  St.  John’s  School,  and 
another  case  from  the  same  school  was  notified  2  days  after. 
On  visiting  the  school  I  was  told  that  the  infected  children 


were  in  the  same  class,  and  that  the  mistress  of  the  class 
was  absent,  ill  with  sore  throat.  As  she  lived  in  Kidder¬ 
minster  I  wrote  to  her  medical  attendant  explaining  the 
circumstances,  and  he  replied  that  she  was  away  from 
home,  but  on  her  return  he  would  send  her  to  me.  When 
she  came  I  sent  a  swab  from  her  throat  to  the  County 
Laboratory,  from  which  diphtheria  bacilli  were  cultivated. 
In  the  meantime  I  swabbed  the  throat  of  each  child  attend¬ 
ing  the  school  and  forwarded  the  swabs  to  the  County 
Laboratory;  at  the  time  of  swabbing  each  throat  appeared 
normal.  Though  only  one  throat  contained  the  true  diphtheria 
bacillus,  nearly  half  the  scholars  had  the  pseudo  bacillus 
cultivated  from  their  throats.  All  these  children  were  ex¬ 
cluded  from  school  by  order  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  and  their  parents  were  informed  that  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  mix  with  other  children,  that  they  should 
live  in  the  open  air  as  much  as  possible,  and  be  taken  to  a 
doctor  at  once  if  any  signs  of  sore  throat  developed.  Only 
two  further  cases  were  notified  among  the  scholars  of  this 
school.  The  rest  of  the  cases  occurred  in  various  parts  of 
the  district,  and  except  in  2  or  3  instances  it  was  not  possible 
to  trace  the  source  of  infection.  There  was  no  fatal  case. 

Puerperal  Fever . — One  case  was  notified  and  recovered, 
another  case — of  instrumental  delivery  owing  to  malforma¬ 
tion — developed  the  disease  after  removal  to  Kidderminster 
Infirmary  and  died.  The  supervision  of  Midwives  is 
undertaken  by  the  County  Council.  I  regret  to  say  that 
the  majority  —  of  midwives  —  are  untrained,  and  some 
illiterate ;  their  work  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  I  am 
sure  that  some  elementary  instruction  in  the  conduct  of 
normal  labour  would  help  them  to  perform  their  duties 
better,  and  save  much  unnecessary  pain  and  ill  health. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  is  a  disease  affecting  the  eyes  or 
recently  born  infants,  and  is  the  cause  of  nearly  40  per  cent, 
of  blind  persons  throughout  the  country.  It  is  preventable, 
nevertheless,  and  if  treated  promptly,  curable.  To  enable 


prompt  treatment  the  disease  is  being  made  notifiable  in 
many  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  necessary  treatment  is 
paid  for  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  1  don’t  remember  to 
have  seen  a  case  in  this  district  for  more  than  25  years,  but 
by  the  adoption  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  as  a  notifiable 
disease,  it  will  be  possible  to  deal  with  it  without  delay  ;  I 
therefore  recommend  its  adoption. 

Tuberculosis. — n  cases  notified,  5  death  registered.  At 
the  end  of  1909  there  were  5  cases  which  had  been  notified, 
so  that  allowing  for  the  deaths,  there  must  be  n  cases  still 
in  the  district. 

If  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  of  1909  is 
thoroughly  carried  into  effect  I  am  convinced  that  the 
number  of  cases  of  phthisis  will  diminish  year  by  year,  for 
it  attacks  2  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  disease — lack  of  fresh 
air  and  lack  of  sunshine. 

Sanitary  Work. 

Water  Supply. — The  main  supply  is  from  the  Kidder¬ 
minster  Works;  out  of  1,038  houses  885  have  this  water 
laid  on.  The  rest  are  served  by  wells. 

One  sample  of  water  was  sent  for  analysis,  and  the 
report  being  adverse  the  well  was  closed. 

Drainage. — The  work  of  converting  privies  into  water- 
closets  continues;  about  120  were  dealt  with  during  the 
year,  but  there  are  still  about  350  privies  in  the  district. 
The  standard  of  sanitary  work  is  not  quite  satisfactory. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  said  that  the  sewage  farm 
continued  to  be  a  nuisance.  This  remark  was  strongly  con¬ 
troverted  by  several  members  of  the  Council.  I  append  a 
report  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  matter  was  discussed, 
so  that  the  County  Council  and  Local  Government  Board 
may  realise  that  in  the  opinion  of  many  my  remark  was 
unjustifiable.  It  was  based  partly  on  personal  experience, 
but  chiefly  on  complaints  received  by  residents  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  farm,  and  of  people  who  passed  to  and  fro 
along  the  Worcester  Road  : — 


“  The  Medical  Officer  and  the  Sewage  Farm. 

“  The  Chairman  said  the  annual  report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  had  been  issued.  He  noticed  that  Dr.  Robinson,  in 
referring  to  the  new  sewage  farm,  declared  that  it  was 
creating  a  nuisance,  but  presumed  that  that  was  inevitable. 
Now,  with  every  respect  to  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Robinson,  he 
wished  to  say  that  he  was  strongly  of  a  contrary  opinion. 
He  was  not  aware  of  any  nuisance  being  created  by  the 
sewage  farm.  He  had  visited  the  farm  on  many  occasions, 
and  considered  that  it  was  admirably  managed  by  the 
tenant.  When  he  had  been  on  the  farm  there  was  only  a 
slight  odour  perceptible,  and  that  was  not  noticeable  twenty 
yards  away  from  the  effluent.  He  regretted  that  the 
Medical  Officer  had  expressed  himself  in  the  way  he  had,  for 
he  declared  that  no  nuisance  was  created  by  the  farm, 

“  Mr.  Pretty  said  he  thought  the  Medical  Officer  ought 
to  be  asked  to  define  what  constituted  a  nuisance,  if 
he  could  say  that  the  farm  was  creating  a  nuisance.  He 
had  been  to  the  farm  as  often  as  any  one,  and  he  had  never 
discovered  any  nuisance. 

“  Dr.  Brocket  said  he  fully  supported  all  that  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Mr.  Pretty  had  said.  He  thought  the  Medical 
Officer  was  acting  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  Council 
and  the  town  when  he  declared  that  the  sewage  farm  was  a 
nuisance.  Ail  he  could  say  was  that  he  hoped  the  farm  would 
never  be  a  greater  nuisance  than  it  was  at  present,  and  then 
there  would  be  nothing  the  matter.  Dr.  Robinson  was 
acting  in  a  way  that  would  get  them  into  trouble  with  the 
County  Council.  Trouble  might  arise  soon  enough.  He 
thought  they  ought  to  call  the  Medical  Officer’s  attention  to 
the  attitude  he  had  taken  up.  If  he  would  act  right  in  the 
teeth  of  the  Council  it  might  be  that  he  would  not  have  the 
opportunity  to  do  so  in  the  future. 

“Mr.  F.  Vale  said  he  did  not  know  the  standpoint  of  the 
Medical  Officer  when  he  made  the  remark,  but  if  he  would 
visit  other  sewage  farms  he  would  be  better  able  to  express 
an  opinion.  As  one  who  had  seen  a  large  number  of  sewage 


farms  at  work  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
Stourport  farm  was  in  a  much  better  condition  than  any 
other  of  a  similar  size  he  knew  of,  and  it  would  compare 
very  favourably  with  larger  farms.  He  felt  that  it  was  not 
fair  for  the  Medical  Officer  to  make  such  remarks. 

“  Mr.  Capel  Loft  remarked  that  Dr.  Robinson  was  one  of 
the  men  who  forced  the  sewage  scheme  on  the  town,  and, 
now  that  the  scheme  had  been  carried  out,  he  did  not  seem  to 
be  satisfied,  although  he  must  have  been  consulted  with  regard 
to  the  site.  He  would  ask  if  Dr.  Robinson  had  any  juris¬ 
diction  over  the  farm,  seeing  that  it  was  in  the  parish  of 
Hartlebury  and  under  the  control  of  another  Medical  Officer. 
He  did  not  think  the  Medical  Officer  had  any  right  to  go 
outside  his  own  district  and  make  a  complaint. 

“  Dr.  Moore  remarked  that,  according  to  the  annual 
report,  the  death  rate — 12-2  per  1,000 — was  very  low,  which 
was  a  very  satisfactory  point. 

“  Mr.  Collens  asked  if  the  Clerk  should  be  directed  to 
write  to  Dr.  Robinson  asking  him  to  point  out  when  the 
farm  had  been  a  nuisance. 

“  Mr.  Pretty  said  he  would  move  a  resolution  to  that 
effect. 

“  Mr.  Pheysey  thought  they  had  better  let  the  matter 
drop.  The  report  was  not  for  general  circulation. 

Mr.  Collens:  But  it  goes  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  to  the  County  Council,  and  those  are  the  only 
two  bodies  we  have  to  fear. 

“  The  motion  was  seconded. 

“  Dr.  Brocket  thought  the  resolution  should  go  farther 
and  inform  Dr.  Robinson  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council, 
he  was  not  justified  in  criticising  the  sewage  farm  in  the  way 
he  had,  especially  as  it  was  situated  outside  his  official  district. 

“  Mr.  Capel  Loft  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  Clerk 
should  write  Dr.  Robinson  pointing  out  that,  as  the  sewage 
farm  was  outside  his  district,  it  was  no  part  of  his  duty  to 
criticise  the  working  of  the  farm. 

“  Dr.  Brocket  seconded,  remarking  that  the  Medical 


Officer  was  needlessly  seeking  to  get  the  Council  into 
trouble  with  regard  to  the  sewage  farm. 

“  Dr.  Moore  pointed  out  that  if  the  working  of  the  farm 
injuriously  affected  the  health  of  the  district  over  which  the 
Medical  Officer  had  supervision  it  was  his  duty  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  it.  That  had  been  done  with  the  Kidderminster 
Sewage  Farm. 

“The  Clerk:  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  not  think  it  part  of  his  duty  to 
report  on  the  condition  of  the  farm,  although  it  is  outside 
his  district. 

“  The  amendment  was  carried.” 

Officials  of  the  County  Council  and  Local  Government 
Board  confirm  the  opinion  expressed  by  a  member  of  the 
Council,  that,  as  the  farm  is  not  in  this  district,  it  is  no 
part  of  my  duty  to  refer  to  it.  But  before  leaving  the 
subject  I  may  explain  that  I  did  not  wish  in  any  way  to 
criticise  the  management  of  the  sewage  farm  ;  on  the 
contrary  I  believed  — and  still  believe— that  the  manage¬ 
ment  is  altogether  satisfactory.  But  I  still  hold  to  my 
opinion  that  all  sewage  farms  dealing  with  crude  sewage  by 
broad  irrigation,  must  be  a  nuisance  to  people  living  near  it 
and  to  people  passing  by  it. 

River  Pollution. — There  is  very  little  pollution  of  the 
rivers  Stour  or  Severn,  or  the  canal,  as  they  pass  through 
the  district. 

House  Accommodation, —  This  question  has  been  fully  dis¬ 
cussed  in  previous  reports,  and  it  will  be  dealt  with  agdin  in 
the  next,  when  the  working  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  1909,  will  be  brought  to  your  notice. 

Scavenging.-  60  more  portable  dustbins  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  during  the  year,  and  I  hope  that  with  the  adoption  of 
water  closets  the  number  will  be  largely  increased,  and  the 
ashpits  built  of  porous  brick,  and  often  large  enough  to  hold 
a  cartload  of  offensive  matter,  done  away  with. 


Slaughter-houses  — There  are  5  slaughter-houses,  they 
are  visited  regularly  and  generally  kept  in  good  condition. 
Hut  they  are  too  near  houses.  There  is  no  arragement  for 
meat  inspection,  nor  is  there  any  qualified  meat  inspector. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 
that  these  places  are  fairly  well  kept.  The  cows  are  not  ex¬ 
amined  by  a  Veterinary  Surgeon,  or  tested  for  tuberculosis. 

Bakehouses. — These  are  kept  fairly  clean. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  —  The  Table  issued  by  the 
Hoard  of  Trade  has  been  completed  and  is  attached  to  this 
report.  % 

Byelaws. — No  new  byelaws  have  been  adopted. 

The  County  Council  undertakes  the  duties  connected 
with  the  Notification  of  Births  and  the  Medical  Inspection 
of  school  children. 

The  usual  complaints  have  been  received  of  the  Kid¬ 
derminster  Sewage  Farm  nuisance,  the  usual  letter  written 
to  the  Corporation,  and  the  usual  polite  reply  received.  On 
the  whole  the  nuisance  is  less  than  it  used  to  be,  especially 
in  Newtown. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  S.  ROBINSON. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1910. 
STOURPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Table  3. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 

Year  1910. 

STOURPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Ca^es  notified  in  whole  district,  at  all  ages: — Diptheria 
(1  to  5  years,  6  ;  5  to  15,  6  ;  15  to  25,  1  ;  25  to  65,  1)— 14. 
Erysipelas  (1  to  5  years,  1  ;  25  to  65,  1) — 2.  Scarlet  fever  (1 
to  5  years,  14  ;  5  to  15,  33  ;  15  to  25,  2  ;  25  to  65,  1)— 50. 
Puerperal  fever  (25  to  65  )ears,  1 ) —  2 .  Tuberculosis  (5  to  15 
years,  4  ;  251065,6;  65  and  upwards,  1 ) — 11. 

Isolation  Hospital  : —  Kidderminster. 


Rates  in  Columns  4  and  8  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  gross  population. 

Ai ea  of  District  in  aci'es  ( exclusive  of  aiea  covered  by  water)  1165.  Total  'population  at  all  apes,  42^1.  Number  of 
n habited  houses,  1015.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house ,  4  4. 

Institutions  outside  the  Dish ict  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District -  Kidderminster  Infirmary 
Kidderminster  Workhouse,  Droitwich  Workhouse,  Powick  Asylum,  Barnsley  Hall  Asylum. 
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Table  i.—  VITAL  STATISTICS  of  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1910  and  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Table  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1910. 
STOURPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Death 

s  at  the 

subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ”  whether 

occurring  in 

or  beyond  the  District, 

Causes  of  death. 

1 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

All 

Under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

ages. 

1  year . 

5 

15 

25 

65 

wards 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Epidemic  influenza 

3 

I 

2 

Enteritis  . 

3 

2 

I 

Phthisis  (Pulmon- 

ary  Tubeculosisi 

4 

I 

I 

2 

Other  tuberculosis 

diseases  . 

1 

I 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease  . 

5 

I 

4 

Bronchitis  . 

2 

I 

1 

Premature  birth  ... 

3 

3 

Diseases  and  acci- 

dents  of  parturition 

1 

I 

Pleart  diseases  ... 

3 

2 

I 

I 

2 

1 

All  other  causes  ... 

1 

l7 

I 

I 

I 

I 

5 

9 

All  causes  . 

44 

7 

3 

2 

12 

21 

April  $th,  1910,  E.  S.  Robinson,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Table  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1910  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 

Diarrhoea!  Diseases— 2  ;  Premature  Birth  —  3;  Other 
Causes — 2.  Total  7. 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Number  of  Inspections— 64. 

Ordered  that  the  foregoing  Report  he  printed  for  circulation. 

C.  HUGH  WATSON, 

Clerk  to  the  Council. 


Printed  by  Haywood  and  Son,  Steam  Printers,  High  Steet,  Stourport. 


